
FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETIN6
SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 - 10:00 A.M.

coMMrssroNERs/couNcrr MEETTNG RooM, *203

The Franklin County Commissioners met in regular meeting on September 20, 2022 at 10:@ a.m. in the
Commissioners/Council Meeting Room. Commissioners present: Gerald Wendel, Tom Wilson and Karla

Bauman, Audator, present. Commissioner Tom Linkel was absent.

911 CONSUInNG - Barry Ritter: Barry Ritter with Ritter Strategic Serv:ces, LLC sent a revised contrad
for commissioners to consider. No action wastakenat thistimeasthe contract needstoBo before
council for fundi.g- Commissioners also dis€ussed the purchasing of the administrative building that the
town is currently leasing from the school. The school has received the County's letter of interest in the
building but would like to receive a written offer of purchase. Tom Linkel a motioned to make an offer
for the purchase of the building from the school corporation in the sum ol 575,000, s€conded by
€erald Wendel, motion carried.

Publi. Transportation Update - Missy Ratz: Tabled until next meeting.

Bridte 174 Contract River Road over Gobbler/s Creek Motion to sign the contrast with USI

Consultants for Brid8e 174 River Road oyer Gobble/s Creek by Tom Wilson, seconded by Gerald
Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

Guardrail lnstallation: Guardrail on Old U.5.52 & Sanes Creek Road need to be replaced due to
accident damage. Tom Wilson made a motion to sign the €. Tech Corpor.tion quote in the sum oi
572,145.q) for guardrail and structure replacement, seconded bV Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion
Ctrried, Jackie Wilhelm asked Commissioners for a timeframe on when Old State Road 1 would be
asphalted. Commissioners stated probably not until next year and that they would be applying for a

Community Crossingr crant.

Grant Exter6ions - Amy Lindsey: Amy Lindsey presented an update to commissioners on the open
grants she has received. Five of the grants we are still waiting on reimbursement. Four of them are
shown to b€ in the process of filing the necessary reports to get those reimbursed. Commissioners
would like Amy to make quarterly financial repons.

WTH Electronk Map Data Agreement with Mapping Solutions: Commissioners received a request from
Jeff Rhodes with Mapping Solutions for access to the Countfs GtS data. The pumose of the request was
for reference use in the development of a County Plat Book. Tom Linkel made a motion to accept and

OPEN: The meeting was called to order and the pledge of allegiance was led by Gerald Wendel.

Emergency Vehicles & Bridge Weight Limits: Commissioners discussed emergency vehicles crossing
bridges during an emergency that might exceed the weight limit posted. They also discussed utility
trucks that service areas during an emerBency. Tom Linkel made a motion to allow emeryency yehkles
to cross bridges wlrere the vehicles exceed the maximum tyeight limit lor bridte, only in respons€ to
emerBency situations. lf sJch an event occurs, the atency crossing the bridge must report the date,
time and reason to the County Highway Department, seconded by Tom Wilson, all in favor, motion
carried.



sitn the WTH Ele€tronic Map Data Agreement with a one-time payment to the County in the sum of
S250.0o, seconded by Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

COVID-19 Sick Hours: Tom Wilson made a motion to end the Covid-19 poli€y grantint employees sick
leave during the pandemic. Any employee who has not used any hours fo: Covid-l9 leave under the
policy shall be granted rl() additional hou6 to their allotted sick time. They will be allowed to carry
over the maximum numbers of sick hours until December 31, 2023. After that time, the total number
of sick hours may not exceed the maximum number of hours allowed under the personnel handbooks.
Tom Linkel seconded the motion, all in favor, motion carried,

ARPA Prioect 6 - Courthouse & Anner painting: Tom Linkel made a rnotion to approve the amoun: of
S7O,(rcO to paint the Counhouse and Annex building, seconded by Tom Wilson, all in favor, motion
ca.ried.

Farm Zonint Amendment - Tom Linkel: Commissioner Linkel discussed the farm zoning permit
requirements. Farms are required to get an improvement review permit only for $20.00 and 530.00 for
Farm Certification. No further action.

Fai€rounds: Commissioners are looking for recommendations for a business that can complete an
overall site review for the Franklin County Fairgrounds due to the upcoming and future projects. The site
review needs to be done now and should include sewaBe, water and stormwater plans. Commissioners
asked if this is something that USI Consultants could, however, he stated this is not something they do
but he will make some contacts and get some recommendations for the commissioners to consider.

Oldenburg Garage tease Reneyal: The lease for the county garaBe in Oldenbur8 which is owned by
Holy Family Church is due to expire at the end of this year. There are no changes to the terms fo. 2023
The annual lease is 53,600.00. Tom W:lson motioned to sign th€ lease agreeme.t upon Attomey
Reeve's approval, seconded by Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

Capital Assets: Tom Wilson made a motion to transfer the 1997 Ford F150 truck to the park and the
2013 For Exp€dition to the Health Department instead of transferring to the Highway Department,
ssconded by Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

Equal Opportunity Employment - Resolution 2022-26: Attorney Reeves discussed this proposed
resolution forequal opportunity employment in Franklin County. The policy is necessa ry for a grant that
Prosecutor Chris Huerkamp is applying for. Motion to sign Resolution 2022-26 by Tom Unkel, seconded
by Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

Clerk Mo[thly Report: Motion to acknowledge receipt of the Clerk's AuEust Monthly Report by
Gerald Wendel, seconded by Tom Liakel, all in favor, motion carried.

MeetinB Minutes - Septembcr 6. 2022: Motion to approve the S€ptember 66 minutes bY Gerald
Wendel, seconded by Tom linkel, all in favor, motion carr:ed.

Claims: Motion to approve claims in the amount of S44t,178.6; Utilities, Surplus Tax, Ditch &
lnsurance in the amount of 5135,658.16; Park Sales Tax - 5776.19; Advanred Draw to School -
573,56,0.72; NSF - 51,556.23 and LIT Distribution in the sum of 5703,694.17 by Tom Linkel, seconded by
Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried-



Payroll & Payroll Deductions: Motion to approve the payroll and payroll deductions in the sum of
S192,550.41 by Tom Linkel, seconded by Tom Wlson, all in favor, motion carried.

Town of Laurel: The Town of Laurel was awarded a 1.7 million dollar grant to be used for water meters,
tower and s€wer system. Pete Connolly with the lown of Laurel came before commissioneE to request
a loan from the county in the sum of 52S,000.00 to be paid back upon receiving the Srant {10096 -no
match required) in luly 2023. The money would be used for start-up costs that will need to be spent
prior to receiving the actual gr3nt funds. CommissioneB asked John Palmer if ARPA funds could be
utilized to help cover the money the Town of Laurel was .equesting to borrow. john Palmer would do
more research but he b€lieves ARPA funds can be loaned to other entities.

Adrourn: Motion to adiourn by Tom Wilson, seconded by Gerald Wendel, all in favor, motion carried.

Others in attendance and/or zoom: Fayetta Hay and Cyrstal McQueen, Commissione/s Secretaries,
Bridget Hayes, Pete Connolly, Rob Bellucci, Pete Cates, Marty Hacker, Randy Powell, John Palmer Amy
Lindsey. By Zoom: John Heis, Connie Rosenberger, JWFCs, Sara Duffo, Nanette Beres, Curt Cox, Galary
SZl, Traci Robinson and Protect A1

Minutes approved Octob€r 4, 2022

Ayes: Nays:

Tom Linkel Tom Linkel

erald Wendel

T Wilson

ATTESTED BY:

Gerald Wendel

Tom Wilson

Karla J Bauman, itor


